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SERBIA AND EUROPEAN PEACE 

BY MILIYOY S. STANOYEVICH 



Having destroyed her past, the centuries of prosperity 
built up by honorable toil, and having made of the beau- 
tiful land of Moravia a living hell, Austria now assumes that 
she will dictate what the future of Serbia, Montenegro and 
Croatia is to be. This is the topic of the day in the Aus- 
trian and Hungarian press. The advocates of " open an- 
nexation," and " the permanent occupation of the Dalma- 
tian coast," are seeking to instruct their countrymen as to 
the importance of converting Serbia into a possession, or at 
least into a complete dependency, of the Hapsburg Mon- 
archy. Criticising and censuring one another as to the form, 
Austrian politicians all agree that in substance Serbia rep- 
resents for them the one essential prize of the war. The 
Governments in Vienna and Buda-Pest appear to think 
that only the retention of this State at the conclusion of 
peace will convince the world that Austria with her allies 
has won the war. This conclusion may be commended for 
careful consideration among the Croatians, where the opti- 
mistic view has been held for three years that " Austria- 
Hungary did not intend to retain the possession of Serbia." 
So far as the Austrians can arrange matters, it is no longer 
doubtful that the contrary will be the case, and the good 
people of Zagreb should reflect carefully, while there is still 
time, on what will happen to their " autonomy " when Aus- 
trian Statthalter and Oberbeamter are installed permanently 
in Rieka, Ljubljana, Zadar and Sarajevo. Nor should they 
forget that those who look on with folded arms at the per- 
petration of a crime at their very doors are only less culpable 
in a very slight degree than the wrong-doers, and that they 
thus disqualify themselves beforehand from taking a seat 
in the tribunal that shall judge and sentence the guilty. 
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Despite the confident words of Austrian statesmen who 
are stained with the blood of so many thousand innocent 
victims, the future of Serbia will not lie in their hands. It 
will be assured by the Allies, and the first duty of the latter 
will be to see that this unfortunate little country shall never 
again be made the sport of Austrian soldiery, nor Serbia a 
place of Austrian " political excursion." The direct conse- 
quence of Allied decision will be that Serbia must emerge 
from the war a stronger State than she was when the Hun 
hordes violated her frontier on July 28th, 1914. She must 
be made stronger at the expense of Austria, for there would 
be no shifting of the balance of power to make her stronger 
by weakening the neighboring Balkan States. This fairly 
obvious conclusion ought to have prevented the utterances 
of the recent press campaign in Croatia from misrepresent- 
ing Serbian wishes, to the extent of serving the ends of 
the Austrophils by alleging that a Greater Serbia neces- 
sarily implied a weakened Croatia. Among Serbians there 
appears to be a sounder view as to the identity of the inter- 
ests of the Serbo-Croats. Greater Serbia, if there is to be 
such, will be formed at the expense, not of Croatia, but of 
Austria-Hungary. This statement, if calmly considered in 
Croatia, will carry conviction with it, for it reposes on the 
most ordinary facts of common sense. A moment's reflec- 
tion ought to have disposed of the idea that Serbia, having 
been the victim of grievous wrongs, would seek in her turn 
to inflict an injury on her neighbor Croatia, which, if it has 
not played a truly heroic part in this struggle of right and 
wrong, has at least been sympathetic and charitable to many 
of the sufferers. 

It is a general and just opinion that it would be wise, 
when the discussion of terms of peace begins, to start with 
a preliminary declaration to be embodied in the first article 
annulling and abrogating all claims based on old feudal 
prerogatives or privileges, and declaring that all pretensions, 
arising from the old Empire of Austria and passed on from 
it to " the Dual Monarchy " and the new Austrian Aus- 
gleich, are to be henceforth null and void. This first step 
would be not only a real blow at Austrian influence, but it 
would clear the way for the practical recasting of the map 
of Europe. The treaty of peace when it comes will have 
to dispose of a changed world, and the authors of that treaty 
must work with a clean slate before them. They will not 
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have to compose the pretensions of rival European dynas- 
ties and families, but to assign governing power and to trace 
frontiers in accordance with national requirements and in- 
ternational needs. The peace delegates will have gone far 
towards a successful issue if at the threshold of their task 
they rule out claims which their predecessors allowed to 
stand from the Treaty of Vienna (1815) to that of Berlin 
(1878). 

One of the most important objects before the negoti- 
ators, if a lasting peace is to be their reward, must be the 
permanent weakening of Austria-Hungary. This can be 
best effected by the strengthening of her neighbors at her 
expense. The Allies' present attention is to be given to 
the strengthening of Serbia — the first and principal victim 
of the Great War — and it is not going too far to say that 
the attainment of this object is not merely due to Serbia 
as a measure of reparation, but that it is essential for the 
preservation of European peace. 

What has also to be remembered at the same time is that 
the additions to be made for the purpose of invigorating 
Serbia must not be of a nature to prove a source of weak- 
ness and enfeeblement. It would be no kindness to Serbia, 
no solution of the European problem, to charge her with 
the task of ruling and coercing refractory Austrian sub- 
jects. Any additions made to Serbia must be sources of 
real strength, races that can be readily assimilated and speed- 
ily merged into the Jugo-Slav nation on account of their 
ethnic affinities or old associations. Austria has held, by 
theft and superior force, South Slavic territories, and all the 
Croats and Slovenes will be only too glad to enjoy the privi- 
leges and freedom of the Serbian Constitution when once 
that new day dawns. 

Milivoy S. Stastoyevich. 



